The Formulation and Defense of the Doctrine of Inspiration
1) Recognizing the need for the Doctrine

a) What the Bible gives us:
i) It enables us to have a relationship with God:
(1) “The one who has My commands and keeps them is the one who loves Me. And the one who loves Me will be loved by My Father. I also will love him, and will reveal Myself to Him.” John 14:21 HCSB
ii) It gives us the spiritual understanding we need to walk in the Spirit:
(1) “The unfolding of Your words gives light;

(a) It gives understanding to the simple.” Ps. 119:130 NASB
iii) It plays a vital role in our sanctification:

(1) “How can a young man keep his way pure?

(a) By keeping it according to Your word. 

(b) Your word I have treasured in my heart,

(c) That I may not sin against You.” Ps. 119:9,11 NASB
iv) It is the invincible weapon God has given us to wage war against our spiritual enemy. When Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1-11, Luke 4:1-13) He responded to each temptation with Scripture, “It is written…”.

(1) Paul writes, “And take…the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Eph. 6:17b NASB
b) Because our relationship with the Bible is so critical, it is a major point of attack for our spiritual enemy, Satan.
i)  “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do? Ps. 11:3 NASB
ii) Satan’s method for causing mankind to fail in his relationship with God has, from the very beginning, been to entice man to fail to listen to, believe in, and obey God’s word.

(1) When speaking about the tree of the knowledge of good and evil:

(a) God said “…in the day you eat from it you will surely die.” Gen. 2:17b NASB

(b) Satan said “You surely will not die.” Gen. 3:4 NASB
2) Defining Revelation:
a) Revelation can be categorized into three types:

i) General Revelation: God reveals Himself through creation, conscience.

ii) Particular Revelation: Dreams, visions, words to individuals, prophecies given.  

iii) Special Revelation: God makes Himself known with clarity and fullness that surpasses general revelation. 

(1) Through His Son Jesus Christ; God Himself entered human history and made Himself known; John 1:1-3, 14, 18.
(2) God’s written word:
(a) “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; So that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 2 Tim. 3:16-17 (NASB)
3) Defining How Scripture is Inspired
i) Scripture is “God breathed”, i.e., the scripture itself is inspired and authoritative, not necessarily the authors.
ii) Although the authors of Scripture were moved by the Holy Spirit to produce their writings, Scripture (as mentioned above) reserves the term “inspired” to what they produced, not to the authors themselves. 
(1) “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 2 Peter 1:20-21 
iii) Failure to make this distinction can lead to an erroneous conclusion that the inspiration is the totality of the process of gathering traditions, proclamations, writing and editing on an ongoing basis. It places the locus of authority in the hands of the church rather than where it properly belongs, in the Scriptures themselves. This was Jesus’ approach when dealing with the religious authorities during His earthly ministry. 
4) The Extent, or properties of Inspiration

a) Inspiration is plenary: all of Scripture is inspired; not just doctrinal teaching or prophecies, even seemingly trivial portions such as Paul’s greetings or instructions to individuals are inspired.
b) Inspiration is verbal: the very words of Scripture are the words of God, though they come by the human author. Jesus would make an argument from Scripture which depended on a single word to make His point such happened in John 10:34-39, where Jesus makes His point from a single word, Elohim  
c) The original Hebrew/Aramaic Old Testament autographs, and the Greek New Testament autographs, are the inspired texts. The Bibles we possess are translations of the original inspired texts, and are authoritative insofar as they correctly translate the original autographs.    
d) Inspiration is confluent: confluent=fluent-“to flow”, con-“with”. Confluent inspiration is the view that the words of Scripture are both the product of human authors and God.
i) One theory of inspiration held by Dr. William Lane Craig, Research Professor of Philosophy at Talbot School of Theology, was that God used middle knowledge to inspire Scripture. Middle knowledge is the knowledge God has of what free creatures would do in any conceivable circumstance. God could then providentially arrange the world in such a way so that the authors of Scripture would end up in precisely the circumstances in which they would freely write what God intended for them to write.  Middle Knowledge was first developed by the Jesuit theologian Luis de Molina, (1535-1600). Those who hold this view are sometimes called “Molinists”. 
i. “What Molinism holds is that God knows logically prior to His decree to create a world what any person would freely do in any fully specified, freedom-permitting set of circumstances in which God might place him.” (From reasonablefaith.org, subject Middle Knowledge And Free Will)
e) Inspiration can therefore be defined as follows: “Inspiration is that mysterious process by which the divine causality worked through the human prophets without destroying their individual personalities and styles to produce divinely authoritative and inerrant writings.” Norman Geisler, A General Introduction to the Bible, pg. 39

f) The International Council on Biblical Inerrancy whose members included a wide variety of evangelical leaders produced in 1978 what is called the The Chicago Statement on Scripture: a comprehensive statement defining what many evangelicals believe about the Bible. 
5) Defining inerrancy: from the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy:
a) “’Infallible’ signifies the quality of neither misleading nor being misled and so safeguards in categorical terms the truth that Holy Scripture is a sure, safe, and reliable rule and guide in all matters. 

(a) Similarly, ‘inerrant’ signifies the quality of being free from all falsehood or mistake and so safeguards the truth that Holy Scripture is entirely true and trustworthy in all its assertions.” 

(b) “However, in determining what the God-taught writer is asserting in each passage, we must pay the most careful attention to its claims and character as a human production. In inspiration, God utilized the culture and conventions of his penman’s milieu that God controls in His sovereign providence; it is misinterpretation to imagine otherwise. 
(c) So history must be treated as history, poetry as poetry, hyperbole and metaphor as hyperbole and metaphor, generalization and approximation as what they are and so forth. Differences between literary conventions in Bible times and in ours must also be observed: Since, for instance, non chronological narration and imprecise citation were conventional and acceptable and violated no expectations in those days, we must not regard these things as faults when we find them in Bible writers.” (Part I, c, “Infallibility, Inerrancy, Interpretation”)
6) Why we believe in plenary, verbal, and confluent inspiration.

a) This was Jesus’ view of Scripture.

i) Jesus believed that Scripture was infallible:

1. “For I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the law until all is accomplished.” Matt. 5:18

ii) Jesus  used Scripture as authoritative in settling disputes:

1. “…Scripture cannot be broken…” John 10:35b 
2. When Jesus uses the term “Scripture” here, He is not referring to one particular verse in the Psalms, but the entire body of writings to which the Psalms are only a part of. 
iii) Jesus taught from Scripture:

1. “And He said to them, ‘O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken”…Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” Luke 24:25,27
iv) Jesus referred to the “hard to believe” stories in the Bible as real events with real people: Adam and Eve, Noah, Jonah. 
v) Jesus prayed to the Father, “Thy word is truth.” John 17:17b
1. *We have good historical reasons to believe that the four gospels are reliable sources of what Jesus taught, and are not assuming their inerrancy. That is why defending the inspiration and inerrancy of the Scriptures from what Jesus taught as recorded in the gospels is not a circular argument. 
b) Internal Evidence of the Bible’s Inspiration

i) The Evidence of the testimony of the Holy Spirit: 

(1) The inner witness to of God in the heart of the believer of its divine origin:
i. “So Jesus answered them and said, ‘My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me. If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is from God or whether I speak from Myself.’” John 7:16-17  NAS
ii. “If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has testified concerning His Son.” 1 John 5:9 NASB
ii) The transforming power of the Scriptures: believer’s grow spiritually by reading it (1 Pet. 2:2) faith comes from hearing it (Rom. 10:17) lives are cleansed and kept pure from sin by keeping it (Ps. 119:9). 
iii) Evidence from the unity of the Bible:

1. The Bible is composed of 66 books, written over a period of 1500 years, by approximately 40 authors using several languages with hundreds of topics, yet possesses an amazing unity in theme, doctrine, and purpose: to reveal Jesus Christ as the Messiah to a fallen world. 
iv) External Evidence of the Bible’s Inspiration:

v) Archeological discoveries have confirmed the historical narratives of the Bible. Archeologist Nelson Glueck states: “It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a Biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have been made which confirm in clear outline or exact detail historical statements in the Bible.”
vi) Evidence from prophecy: One of the strongest arguments for the inspiration of Scripture is fulfilled prophecy. Hundreds of prophecies have been fulfilled, some of them written hundreds of years before their fulfillment. The time (Dan. 9), the city, (Mic. 5:2), the nature of Christ’s birth (Isa. 7:14) were foretold, as well as many other aspects of His life, death, and resurrection. 
(1) The destruction of Edom, Obad. 1
(2) The curse on Babylon, Isa. 13

(3) The destruction of Tyre, Eze. 26

(4) The destruction of Nineveh, Nah. 1-3

(5) Israel’s return to the land, Isa. 11:11
(i) Other books claim divine inspiration, such as the Koran, the Book of Mormon, and the Vedas, but none of the above books contain predictive prophecy. 
vii) Evidence from the influence of the Bible: “The Bible has been translated into more languages, been published in more copies, influenced more thought, inspired more art, motivated more discoveries than any other book in history. There are no close seconds to it on the all-time bestseller list.” Norm Geisler, A General Introduction to the Bible, pg. 196
viii) Evidence from the indestructibility of the Bible:

1. Rulers and empires have tried to exterminate the Bible, (Diocletian, a.d. 302-305) Antiochus Epiphanes, Soviet Union, China. But none have been successful.  
7) Now that we have defined inspiration and why we believe the Bible is inspired, let’s examine some problems we can encounter with this doctrine.

8) What is Inspired, the Autographs or the copies?
i. Question: Since we do not have any original texts of Scripture, how reliable are the copies that we derive our Bible’s from?

ii. Answer: Biblical scholars have been able to reconstruct very reliable texts using the many copies of Biblical manuscripts available to them. This process is called “textual criticism” or “lower criticism”. There are 3,157  Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, and 2,209 catalogued lectionaries dating from the second century onward, making a total number of over 5,366 partial or complete copies of New Testament texts. When Latin texts are included, the number swells to over 15,000 manuscripts containing New Testament texts, and over 36,000 quotes of New Testament passages from early church fathers. The entire New Testament could be reconstructed from quotations of church fathers alone.    
9) Question: What about the claim that there are 200,000 “errors” in the Bible?

i. Answer: Skeptics will sometimes use this figure or one like it to imply that the Bible has been changed so much that it is completely unreliable. Once you understand the process that textual critics use to count and categorize these textual variants, you realize that the skeptics claim is misleading. There are 200,000 variants in the Bible. The way they are counted though multiplies their number. For example: one misspelled word copied 3000 times counts as 3000 variants. The 200,000 variants occur in only 10,000 places. How significant or the 10,000 places? Textual critics answer that question by offering comparisons and percentages.  
ii. “Westcott and Hort estimated that only about one-eighth of all the variants had any weight, as most of them are merely mechanical matters such as spelling or style. Of the whole, then, only about one-sixtieth rise above the level of trivialities. Mathematically, that would compute to a text that is 98% pure.”

iii. Ibid., pg. 4
10) Isn’t the Bible unreliable because it has been translated so many times? Like when you whisper something in someone’s ear in the telephone game?
i. Answer: New Age teachers such as Depak Chopra make this claim. Those who raise this objection do not understand how the Bible is translated. When a translation is made, scholars seek the best and earliest texts available to make their translations. They do not make translations from previous translation and so forth. 

11) Another problem we face with the study of the Bible is the hard parts of Scripture. This would be parts of the Bible that we don’t understand, or that seem to contradict other parts of the Bible.  Even Jesus’ first disciples were challenged by Jesus hard sayings (John 6:48-69). Hard sayings of Scripture can be used by God to test our faith.  

12) Tools for correctly interpreting the Bible

a) Pay attention to the genre
i) Gospels most closely resemble ancient biographies, such as the lives of the Caesars. Chronology was not important. 

ii) Quotation marks did not exist in the first century. A quote was considered accurate if the meaning of what was said or written was conveyed. We should not apply 21st century rules of grammar to 1st century documents. Many New Testament quotes of Old Testament passages are from the Septuagint. 
iii) Figures of speech, hyperbole, anthropomorphic language used. We need to carefully examine Scripture in context.

(1) Example:

(a) Mark 4:31; Jesus refers to the mustard seed as the smallest of all seeds.

(b) Jesus is not giving a lesson on botany, making a point in a parable.
(c) Ps. 19:5-6; David writes of the sun running it course, like an athlete from one end of the heavens to the other. 
(d) David is not teaching that the universe is geocentric, rather using poetic language to describe God’s creation as it appears to man.
(e) Matt. 27:9-10, the wrong prophet quoted. Mathew attributes a quote to Jeremiah, yet the passage is taken from Zechariah.

(f) Mathew combines words and ideas from both prophets and attributes the quote to the greater of the two prophets, Jeremiah, which would have been perfectly acceptable in the first century.
b) Don’t get caught defending what the Bible does not teach.

i) The Bible does not teach how old the earth or the universe is.

ii) The Bible does not teach that the earth is flat.

iii) The Bible does not teach that the sun revolves around the earth.
c) No need to try and convince unbelievers that the Bible is inerrant.
i) Unbelievers need to be shown the law, brought to Jesus. 

13) *Conclusion:

i) God has given us His written word to play a vital role in our Christian life. 

ii) We can have complete confidence that the Bible is:

(a) “…inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 2 Tim. 3:16-17 

iii) Learning how to interpret Scripture in order to pass on its truth’s to an unbelieving world is the responsibility of every believer.

(a) “…but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense (lit. apologia) to everyone who asks you to give an account of the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.” 1 Pet. 3:15  
