References for Resurrection Teaching
Defining Resurrection
1. Resurrection is not the immortality of the soul alone. Ancient Greek philosophy held the view that the body is the prison house of the soul; when the body dies the soul is released from prison to dwell in heaven. In contrast, the biblical view is that the body is good, and an integral part of man.

2. Resurrection is not reincarnation. The doctrine of reincarnation is found in certain Eastern religions. Reincarnation is considered a curse and not a blessing. The evil that one experiences in this present life is considered punishment for wrongdoing in a previous life. If one does not act uprightly in the present life, they are sentenced to live another life. The goal being to escape the cycle of reincarnation, and for one’s soul to be absorbed into the world soul like a drop of water into an ocean, thus the goal for the individual is personal annihilation. In contrast, the biblical view is that man lives one lifetime, is raised from the dead and judged by God

3. Resurrection is not resuscitation. The revival of someone who has died, or appeared to have died, is not resurrection. The person who has resuscitated returns only to this life and will die again. By contrast, resurrection is to eternal life, and a resurrected person is immortal. 

4. Resurrection is not translation. The Jews had a view called translation, in which a person was taken directly into heaven without dying. Resurrection has death as a precondition; and the resurrected person is still part of the created world.  

Extra-Biblical Sources
In addition to the four gospel accounts, other ancient historians record the death of Jesus by Pontus Pilate. 

Cornelius Tacitus (AD 55-120) was considered one of the greatest historians of ancient Rome. The Annuls, one of his major works that covered the period of Augustus’ death in AD 14 to that of Nero in AD 68, contains an important reference to Christ and early Christians. Regarding the burning of Rome:
“…Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus…”

Josephus Flavius Josephus (AD 37-97) Was Jewish, of a priestly family, and a Pharisee. After surviving the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, he moved to Rome and became court historian for emperor Vespasian. Although some of Josephus’ references to Jesus have been disputed due to possible Christian revision, Professor Schlomo Pines of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem released the results of a study on an Arabic manuscript containing one of Josephus’ references to Jesus:

“At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus. His conduct was good and (he) was known to be virtuous. And many people from among the Jews and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. But those who had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three days after his crucifixion, and that he was alive; accordingly he was perhaps the Messiah, concerning whom the prophets have recounted wonders.”

 The Reliability of the Four Gospels and Early Christian Creeds
1. The New Testament is in a class by itself when measured against other historical documents particularly in three areas: the sheer number of manuscripts (over 5000),  the time of their writing in relation to the events described, and the completeness of the text. 

Ancient classical works have relatively few copies, twenty complete or partial copies would be considered excellent; New Testament—over 5000. 

The canonical gospels can be dated from AD 65-100. They are very close to the events that they record, three out of four being dated within one generation and all four within 70 years of Jesus life. All four within the lifetimes of the eyewitnesses. 

“For most ancient classical works, a gap of 700 years between the time of the original and its copy would be excellent, 1000-1400 would not be uncommon. By contrast, the Chester Beatty Papyri and Bodmer Papyri contain most of the New Testament and are dated 100-150 after its completion. An entire copy of the New Testament (Codex Siniaticus) and a nearly complete manuscript (Codex Vaticanus) date about 250 years after the original autographs.” Gary Habermas, The Historical Jesus, pg. 55. One Gospel fragment (Rylands) dates from approximately 25 years after the Gospel of John and most of the New Testament. Habermas, pg. 276.    
2. Good arguments can be made that each of the Gospels were either written by an eyewitness or significantly influenced by firsthand testimony. The traditional authorship of each of the gospels is still defended by outstanding biblical scholars. For example, the unanimous testimony of the early church fathers is that Mark, an associate of the Apostle Peter, was the author of the gospel that bears his name. The earliest known statement of this is from Papias (AD 110) who quotes John the Elder (probably the Apostle John). Papias  named Mark as the author, and that he accompanied the Apostle Peter, heard his preaching, and recorded all that Peter remembered of Jesus’ work and words.
 
3. The Gospels and Acts display a specific interest in describing historical events, not mythology. Luke the physician and historian, author of the Gospel that bears his name and the Acts of the Apostles, is careful to distinguish between sickness and demon possession, not ascribing all illnesses to the work of demons as is common in pagan cultures.   

Pre-New Testament Creeds

These orally transmitted statements of faith date from AD 30-50, and are our earliest source of information concerning what Jesus disciples believed about Him. They are canonical, as they have been preserved when later written down in the New Testament.

“…Jesus Christ our Lord, who was a descendent of David according to the flesh and was established as the powerful Son of God by the resurrection from the dead according to the Spirit of holiness.” Rom. 1:3-4 (HCSB) Oscar Cullman, The Earliest Christian Confessions, pg. 55 Note that Jesus is referred to as human and divine. 

What is sometimes referred to as a “Christ Hymn” is 1 Tim. 3:16                                      “He was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” Joachim Jeremias, Eucharistic Words, pg. 132.
What was very likely an early baptismal creed was Rom. 10:9,                                               “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” Joachim Jeremias, Eucharistic Words, pg. 102.     

What is probably the most important Early Christian Creed is 1 Cor. 15:3-7:

“For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. 

Then He appeared to over 500 brothers at one time, most of whom remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles.”

According to author Gary Habermas, “That this confession is an early Christian, pre-Pauline creed is recognized by virtually all critical scholars across a wide theological spectrum.” Habermas, The Historical Jesus, pg. 153. 

Paul’s words “passed on” and “received” are technical terms for passing on a tradition. Paul was indicating by these terms that what he was writing did not originate with him. According to leading authority on early creeds, Joachim Jeremias, this passage is “the earliest tradition of all.” Jeremias, Easter, pg. 306. 

A probable scenario for Paul  to have received this creed would have been during his visit to Jerusalem after his conversion (AD 36-38) when he met with Peter and James (Gal. 1:18-19). That would mean that Paul received this creed from the apostles about five to seven years after the crucifixion. The creed itself being already developed would have had an even earlier date of origin.
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