Examining the Claims of Mormonism
Slide #1 The Vision
Introduction:  How did Mormonism begin?
At the age of 14, during a time of prayer concerning which church to join, Joseph Smith claimed to have been visited by God the Father and God the Son, who told him not to join any church, because they had all become corrupt. Later, he claimed to have been visited by a “glorified and resurrected being”
 named Moroni, who told him about a book written on gold plates by a prophet/historian named Mormon. The plates were buried at the hill Cumorah, which is located in present day Palmyra, New York. These plates gave an account of two great civilizations that inhabited the America’s.  Joseph Smith found the buried plates and translated them into the Book of Mormon. The book of Mormon was first published in 1830 in Palmyra, New York.  Joseph Smith claimed to be a prophet of God, and that it was his calling to restore the original church and teachings of Jesus Christ which had been lost after the death of the original twelve apostles. He also believed that much of the Bible had been lost or corrupted, so he produced his own restored, “inspired” version of the Bible. 
Slide #2 Lehi 

The Story of the Book of Mormon
The Book of Mormon claims to be the record of people groups who immigrated to the America’s from the tower of Babel, and from Israel. These include three people groups:

Jaredites- Immigrated to the Americas after the Tower of Babel. They were the descendants of Jared, a righteous man whose family’s language was not confounded at the Tower of Babel. They were later destroyed in a great civil war at the hill Cumorah.
In 600 BC, a family of Israelites came to America. The father of this family was named Lehi. From his righteous son Nephi came the white skinned people group known as the Nephites. 

From Lehi’s unrighteous sons Laman and Lemuel came the dark skinned Lamanites.  They were cursed with dark skin for their rebelliousness. These were the ancestors of the American Indians. 
Slide #3 Jesus in the Western Hemisphere

There was continual conflict between the Nephites and Lamanites until the Lord Jesus Christ came to the American continent after His resurrection and gave the Nephites and the Lamenites the gospel. The two people groups lived together in peace for a while after that event, but eventually went to war again which culminated in a great battle at the hill Cumorah where the Nephite nation was destroyed. 
Restoration is a key theme in the Mormon religion. As stated above, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (LDS) regards itself as the true church of God on earth, which has restored the lost teachings of Christ and His apostles, and restored lost scripture to the church. Joseph Smith is the founder of Mormonism, and is regarded as its foremost prophet.
We will examine the claims of Mormonism from three perspectives:


Prophecy


Doctrine


Historical reliability
Slide #4 Moroni

What does the Bible teach about prophecy?
Ahab, Jehoshaphat, and the prophet Micaiah, 1 Kings 22:1-28
 God sends a lying spirit into the mouths of the false prophets of wicked king Ahab.

God allows false prophets. 
Apostle John warns us not to believe every spirit, 1 John 4:1-3

Jesus warns us to beware of false prophets, Matt. 7:15-20

Scripture tells us that it is our responsibility to recognize false prophets.

Scripture gives us a very simple test to determine whether someone is a prophet of God or not. 

Slide #5 The test of a prophet
  The test of a prophet:

“But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.
You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which the Lord has not spoken?’

When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”  Deut. 18:20-22 NASB

I. Does Joseph Smith and the prophets of the Book of Mormon, pass the test of a prophet?

Prophecies of Joseph Smith
a. Joseph Smith predicted in 1832 that the Mormon temple would be built in Missouri.

He also predicted that the temple would be ‘reared in this generation. For verily this generation shall not all pass away until an house shall be built unto the Lord, and a cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall be even the glory of the Lord…in this generation, upon the consecrated spot as I have appointed”
.
The Temple lot in Missouri still exists—an empty lot designated by a sign as the site where the Mormon temple was to be built. This prophecy by Joseph Smith went unfulfilled.  The Mormon Temple was later built in Utah.
b. Joseph Smith prophesied that Jesus Christ would return within 56 years. 

“President Smith then stated that the meeting had been called, because God had commanded it; and it was made known to him by vision and by the Holy Spirit. He then gave a relation of some of the circumstances attending us while journeying to Zion—our trials, sufferings; and said God had not designed all this for nothing, but He had it in remembrance yet; and it was the will of God that those who went to Zion, with a determination to lay down their lives, if necessary, should be ordained to the ministry, and go forth to prune the vineyard for the last time, for the coming of the Lord, which was nigh—even fifty six years should wind up the scene.”
 

This prophecy was made by Joseph Smith in 1835.

c. All Nations would be involved in the American Civil War.
“Verily thus saith the Lord concerning the wars that will shortly come to pass, beginning at the rebellion of South Carolina, which will eventually terminate in the death and misery of many souls; And the time will come that war will be poured out upon all nations, beginning at this place. For behold, the Southern States shall be divided against the Northern States, and the Southern States will call on other nations, even the nation of Great Britain, as it is called, and they shall also call upon other nations, in order to defend themselves against other nations; and then war shall be poured out upon all nations,”
 
All nations were not involved in the American Civil War. This prophecy went unfulfilled.
Joseph Smith fails the test of a prophet.
d. Prophecies in the book of Mormon.

Nephi

According to the book of Mormon, the prophet Nephi prophesied in approximately 600 B.C.  the formation of a “great and abominable church”
 would be formed after the Apostles of the Lamb, which would take “away from the gospel of the Lamb many parts which are plain and most precious; and also many covenants of the Lord have they taken away . They have done this that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord, that they might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of the children of men…and after these plain and precious things were taken away it goeth forth unto all the nations of the Gentiles, yea, even across the many waters…” 1Nephi 13:26b-29a
“…because of the many plain and precious things which have been taken out of the book, which were plain unto the understanding of the children of men, according to the plainness which is in the Lamb of God—because of these things which are taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, an exceedingly great many do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great power over them.” 1 Nephi 13:29b
According to these prophecies, the Christian church established after the death of the Apostles, corrupted Scripture by removing parts of it, and has been under the control of Satan. 

Slide #6 Arabic New Testament

Scripture was not lost

We have over 5000 copies of the gospels and epistles which make up the New Testament as well as thousands of quotes of New Testament scripture written by early Christian writers. These copies were made throughout the Roman world.  It would have been impossible for any group or church to remove part of the New Testament since it was copied so profusely for so long and over such a large geographical area. Apocryphal and pseudepigraphical books were written around 200 A.D. which were not considered canonical due to their content and the obvious  false authorship attributed to them. 

The Old Testament Scriptures were meticulously copied, and with the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls in 1947, we have proof of their correct transmission. The scrolls contain every book of the Old Testament with the exception of the book of Esther, and date back to 250 BC. These manuscripts are 1000 years older than any previous copy of the Old Testament. 
There is no ancient manuscript evidence whatsoever for the book of Nephi, or any prophet named Nephi prophesying in Israel approximately 600 B.C.

Nephi fails the test of a prophet.

Alma 

       According to the Mormon prophet Alma, Jesus would be born of Mary, at Jerusalem
. 

The New Testament records Jesus birth by Mary at Bethlehem
, which is also the place of His birth foretold by the prophet Micah,
 and which was the place the scribes expected the Messiah to be born when Herod asked them concerning this
. 

Mormon apologists will claim that Bethlehem was a “suburb” of Jerusalem, or considered part of the “land of Jerusalem” since it was only six miles away from Jerusalem. But according to geographical historian Todd Bolen, no such designation for Bethlehem has ever been known historically, and that the book of Mormon is in error concerning Jesus’ birthplace.

Alma fails the test of a prophet.   

Furthermore, there is no ancient manuscript evidence for any of the prophets named in the book of Mormon—Nephi, Alma, Jacob, Enos, Jarom, Omni, Mosiah, Helaman, Mormon, Ether, and Moroni.  These books prophesy the coming of Joseph Smith the latter day seer, and the coming of the Book of Mormon.

 None of these prophets appear in any written source until the Book of Mormon, published in 1830.
II. Mormon Doctrine
Joseph Smith’s Bible
Joseph Smith produced his own version of the Bible, called the “Inspired version” in which he inserted the “plain and precious” parts of Scripture that he claims had been omitted. In Joseph Smith’s  version of Isaiah chapter 29, he adds multiple verses from the Book of Mormon (2 Nephi 27:6,7,9) which prophesy concerning himself, the book of Mormon, and the three witnesses which testify at the beginning of the book of Mormon--that they saw the plates of the book of Mormon found by Joseph Smith.    
Slide #7 Dead Sea Scrolls
As mentioned earlier, among the Dead Sea Scrolls which date to 250 B.C., a complete copy of the book of Isaiah was found which contained none of the revisions added by Joseph Smith. The Dead Sea Scrolls version of Isaiah was a near perfect match with the copy of Isaiah which we currently have in our Bibles.
Joseph Smith’s “Inspired” version of the Bible corrupts one of the most important passages in Scripture which declares Christ’s deity, John 1:1 which reads:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
Smith’s version reads:

“In the beginning was the gospel preached through the Son. And the gospel was the word, and the word was with the Son, and the Son was with God, and the Son was of God.”

No Greek scholar would translate John 1:1 as Smith has done. The earliest copy of the gospel of John we possess is Papyrus 66, which dates to approximately 150 A.D.
 , about 65 years after John wrote his gospel. It clearly states, “the Word was God”.
Smith’s version of the Bible also changes the Apostle Paul’s foundational passage of Romans 4:16 which states: 

“For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants… 


Smith’s version:



“Therefore ye are justified of faith and works, through grace…”


Joseph Smith adds “works” to justification, which changes the gospel message preached by Paul. And the Apostle Paul pronounced a curse upon anyone who preached a different gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). 

Slide #8 You shall become gods

Godhood

Mormon’s believe that the highest goal of mankind is to reach godhood; to become an exalted being, as God the Father is now. Joseph Smith said, 

“God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens...I am going to tell you how God came to be God. 
We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see…It is the first principle of the gospel to know for a certainty the character of God, and to know that we may converse with him as one man converses with another, and that he was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an 
earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did…you have got to learn how to be gods yourselves, …the same as all gods have done before you, namely, by going from one small degree to another, and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection of the dead…To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the station of a god, and ascend the throne of eternal power, the same as those who have gone before.”

“Every man who reigns in celestial glory is a god in his dominions.”
 


Slide #9 Isaiah quote


What does the Bible teach about Godhood?

“I am the first, and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me.” Isaiah 44:6b

“I am the Lord, and there is no other; 

Besides Me there is no God”. Isaiah 45:5

“I am the Lord, there is no other” Is. 45:6

“I am the Lord, there is none else.” Is. 45:18b

“And there is no other God besides Me, a righteous God and a Saviour; There is none except Me.” Is. 45:21

“For I am God, and there is no other.” Is. 45:22b

“For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, 

And there is no one like Me,” Is. 46:9b
“Before Me there was no God formed, 

And there will be none after Me. ” Is. 43:10b
“…and you will be like God…” Satan speaking to Eve, Gen. 3:5b

“Whenever he (Satan) speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” Jesus to the Pharisees, John 8:44b
Mormon apologists may quote Jesus in John 10:34-35, “Has it not been written in your Law, I said, you are gods?” (Quoting from Ps. 82:6). 

In context, this passage refers to judges who were standing in the place of God, having authority from God, rendering judgment in matters the people of God would bring before them. Not in any way referring to man becoming a god through good works.
Mormon doctrine of God

Mormon’s do not believe that God is a spirit in the sense that orthodox Christians do. Their belief is that God is not omnipresent:

“…each (member of the Godhead, Father, Son, and Spirit) occupies space and is and can be in but one place at one time, but each has power and influence that is everywhere present.” 

“False creeds teach that God is a spirit essence that is everywhere and nowhere in particular present. In a vain attempt to support this doctrine, formulated by councils in the early days of the great apostasy, it is common for apologists to point to the statement in the King James Bible which says, ‘God is a Spirit.’ (John 4:22-24) The fact is that this passage is mistranslated; instead, the correct statement, quoted in context reads: ‘The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. For unto such hath God promised his Spirit. And they who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.’ (Inspired Version, John 4:25-26.) God…is a Spirit in the same sense that a resurrected man is a spirit.”
 
Plurality of gods

“Three separate personages—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—comprise the Godhead. As each of these persons is a God, it is evident, from this standpoint alone, that a plurality of Gods exists. To us… these three are the only Gods we worship. But in addition there is an infinite number of holy personages, drawn from worlds without number, who have passed on to exaltation and are thus gods.”

God has a physical body

According to Joseph Smith:

“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us.”
 
Jesus was conceived by God the Father—not the Holy Spirit—in Mormon theology:

Joseph Fielding Smith (Joseph Smith’s eldest son) wrote:

“The birth of the Savior was a natural occurrence unattended with any degree of mysticism, and the Father God was the literal parent of Jesus in the flesh as well as in the spirit,”



Brigham Young said:

“The birth of the Savior was as natural as are the births of our children; it was the result of natural action. He partook of flesh and blood—was begotten of his Father, as we were of our fathers,”

“Now remember from this time forth, and for ever, that Jesus Christ was not begotten by the Holy Ghost,”

Mormon doctrine of Christ

Jesus “attained” Godhood in his pre-existent state:
“By obedience and devotion to the truth he attained that pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a God, as the Lord Omnipotent, while yet in his pre-existent state.”



Jesus was created—not eternally existent—as a “spirit child” of the God the Father: 

“Christ is literally our Elder Brother. Since all men are the personal spirit children of the Father, and since Christ was the Firstborn spirit offspring, it follows that he is the Elder Brother of all men.”

Jesus competed with Satan for the privilege of taking on a physical body and being the redeemer of mankind; the Father chose Jesus’ plan.

Slide #10 Jesus heals the Nephites

III. Does Archeological Evidence Support the book of Mormon?

Biblical history is verified through archeology. The places, cities, and people groups mentioned in the bible have been identified through what the inhabitants of those cities have left behind. The history contained in the Book of Mormon cannot be verified through archeology. 
Mormon’s believe that the Mayan civilization are the remnants of the civilizations recorded in the book of Mormon, and Mormon artwork depicting the Nephites and Lamanites frequently contain Mayan structures in the background. However, the Mesoamerican civilizations peaked from 600-900 AD, while the book of Mormon dates the extinction of the Nephites at approximately 400 AD.
The Nephites, according to the book of Mormon, built great cities, used machinery, and were skilled at metallurgy. 

According to Stephen Whittington, PhD, and Archeologist at the University of Maine, there is no evidence whatsoever that the Nephites ever existed.
 

The Lamenites, (American Indians) were supposedly the descendants of the Israelites. Yet according to Honduran Archaeologist Eliseo Fajardo Madrid, there is no evidence of any culture existing in South America, originating in Israel, called Lamenites or Nephites.
 
Slide #11 Mormon Map

The names of fortified cities mentioned in the book of Mormon such as: Zarahemla, Bountiful, Sidom, Manti, and Nephi, are just a few of the more than thirty major cities mentioned in the book of Mormon. Archeologists can now read most Mesoamerican hieroglyphs, and know the names of the ancient major cities according to Guatemalan archeologist Hector Escobedo; none correspond to the names given in the book of Mormon.
  

Animals, metallurgy, coinage, and language in the Americas

Animals

In 1 Nephi 18:25, Nephi describes the animals he sees as he explores this new land: “beasts in the forests of every kind, both the cow and the ox and the ass and the horse, and the goat…”

The book of Ether 9:19 tell us “…they also had horses…and there were elephants…”

The Mayans did not have horses, elephants or cattle. 

The Spanish brought horses to the Americas in the mid 15th century.
Slide #12 Nephite Metallurgy

Metallurgy

1 Nephi 18:25 describes the use of ore, gold, silver and copper.  The book of Mormon claims that steel was smelted in the new world; that the Nephites and Lamanites had metal armor, swords, used chariots, had coinage, and wrote on metal plates. No archeological evidence exists to support the claim that metal armor, swords, chariots or coinage were ever used in the America’s. No metal forging equipment has ever been found. 

The book of Ether chapter 15 describes a battle at the hill Cumorah in which millions of Jaredites are slain. Yet no swords, shields, or human remains from this battle have ever been found in North or South America. 
The book of Mormon chapter eight describes a great battle—also at Cumorah—in which the Nephites are destroyed by the Lamanites. No archeological evidence for this battle has ever been found. The Mormon Church has purchased the land around the hill Cumorah in Palmyra, New York, and will not allow archeological digs there. The limited archeological digs that have been done in the area have produced no evidence of any battle being fought there. 
The Mayans had no metal weapons; their weapons were made of flint and stone. 

Nephi wrote on metal plates according to Nephi chapter 19. Helaman 3:15 states that the Nephites kept “many books and many records of every kind…” Any civilization which had written records, and existed for nearly a thousand years, would have left evidence of their existence. 
A Temple

According to 2 Nephi 5:16, Nephi built a temple “after the manner of the temple of Solomon”.  This temple has never been found. 
Coinage

The book of Alma Chapter 11 describes the coinage used by the Nephites. No evidence exists for coinage in the Mayan civilization, or with the American Indian. By contrast, in Israel, ancient coins are found regularly in archeological digs. 
Language

The language used by the Nephites in ancient America according to Mormon 9:32 was called “reformed Egyptian”.  Reformed Egyptian is a fictional language; there is no evidence of it ever being used by any ancient Hebrew people, or ever existing. 

Could three enormous civilizations exist in the Americas for hundreds of years and leave no archeological evidence? According to Dr. Yizhar Hirschfeld, Archaeologist at the Hebrew University, Israel, this would be impossible.
 
Civilizations leave behind houses, cities, tombs, temples, and the remains of battles.  

Slide #13 Bible vs. Book of Mormon

Conclusion: Mormonism’s claim to be the true church of God on earth fails for the following reasons:
1. Joseph Smith and the Mormon prophets fail the scriptural test of a prophet given to us in Deuteronomy 18:20-22

2. Mormon doctrine given by Joseph Smith contradict the teaching of Scripture concerning the identity of God, the eternal nature of Christ, and the way of salvation; Mormonism advocates a different god, a different Christ, and a different gospel than what is proclaimed in the Bible.
3. The Book of Mormon, unlike the Bible, is unreliable as an historical document. There is no archeological evidence to support any of the people, places, and events recorded in the book of Mormon. 
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